
Geography of Japan 

LocaƟng Japan: Japan is an island naƟon in East Asia, 
located in the Pacific Ocean. It consists of four main islands: 
Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu, and Shikoku. Major ciƟes 
include Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka. 
Geographical Regions: Japan is divided into different 
regions, including Kanto, Kansai, and Chubu, each with 
unique physical features such as mountains, volcanoes, and 
plains. 
Physical CharacterisƟcs: Japan is mountainous, with 
famous peaks like Mount Fuji. Earthquakes and volcanic 
acƟvity are common due to Japan’s locaƟon on the Ring of 
Fire. 
Topographical Features: The country has limited arable 
land, with much of it used for rice farming. Japan also has 
significant forests and rivers, supporƟng its wildlife and 
ecosystems. 
Natural Resources: Japan is resource-poor in terms of 
minerals but has rich fishing grounds and forests. 
Historically, the country depended on trade for materials 

History of the Samurai and the Edo Period 

Edo Period (1603–1868): 
 
Major events to remember: 
· 1603: Tokugawa Ieyasu establishes the shogunate. 
· 1630s: Japan closes its borders, entering a period of isolaƟon (Sakoku). 
· 1853: Commodore Perry of the United States arrives, leading to Japan 

opening to foreign influence. 
 

Feudal Japan: 
Society was structured in a strict hierarchy, with the emperor at the top, followed 
by the shogun, daimyo (lords), samurai (warriors), and peasants. 
 
Bushido – The Way of the Warrior: 
Bushido was the moral code that samurai lived by, emphasizing loyalty, honor, 
courage, and self-discipline. 
Failure to uphold these values could lead to seppuku (ritual suicide), showing their 
commitment to honor. 
 
The Mongol Invasion (1274 and 1281): 
Japan was aƩacked twice by Mongol forces, but the invasions were unsuccessful 
due to the Japanese defense and a kamikaze (divine wind) that destroyed Mongol 
fleets. 
 
Samurai Arms and Armour: 
Samurai used katana (swords), yumi (bows), and spears. Their armor, including 
kabuto (helmets) and body protecƟon, was designed to be both protecƟve and 
flexible, supporƟng their style of fighƟng on horseback or on foot. 
 
End of the Samurai: 
The samurai era came to an end aŌer the Meiji RestoraƟon in 1868, when Japan 
modernized its military and adopted Western technologies, making the tradiƟonal 
samurai obsolete. 

Key Vocabulary 

· Samurai: Warrior class in feudal 
Japan. 

· Shogun: Military ruler of Japan. 
· Daimyo: Powerful feudal lords. 
· Katana: Samurai sword. 
· Bushido: The code of honor 

followed by the samurai. 
· Seppuku: Ritual suicide to 

preserve honour. 
· Feudalism: A system of society 

where land is held in exchange 
for service. 

· Kamikaze: "Divine wind" that 
protected Japan from Mongol 
invasions. 

· Archipelago: A chain of islands, 
like Japan. 

· Topography: The arrangement 
of natural and arƟficial physical 
features of an area. 

· Ring of Fire: The zone around 
the Pacific Ocean where many 
earthquakes and volcanic 
erupƟons occur. 

· Natural Resources: Materials 
such as fish, Ɵmber, and minerals 
that can be found in nature and 
are useful to humans. 

Land of the Samurai: 
How did Japan produce the world’s fiercest warriors? 


