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Characteristics of living things Key vocabulary

Plants Microorganisms

Sometimes it is difficult to tell just from looking at an organism if it is alive. 

We need to consider all the life processes. 

We might need to test to see if it respires.

We might need to observe for a long time to see 

if it reproduces.
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Microorganisms (microbes) are tiny living things.  They are everywhere! There are five main 

groups of microorganisms.

good microbes

• gut bacteria

• probiotics

• penicillin

• vaccines

• food production

• bacterial infections

• sore throat

• tummy upset

• viruses

• contaminated water

bad microbes (pathogens)

classify iden�ty characteristic observe

majority infectious disease in�ate

virus dormant criteria appearance

vascular

fungi algae bacteria protozoa viruses

Plants that use roots and stems 
to take in water and nutrients.

�owering plants

Some plants produce flowers as 
part of their reproductive cycle.

non-�owering plants

Some plants reproduce without 
forming flowers.

conifers

Conifers have needle-shaped 
leaves and produce cones with 

seeds inside.

ferns

Ferns produce spores on the 
underside of the leaves.

non-vascular

Plants that do not use roots and 
stems to take in water and nutrients.


