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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have infermed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Needito KXnow about

TIKTOK

WHAT ARE Online videos are often associated with apps such as YouTube, but among teens, TikTok is king. The app (Certain features are
THE RlSKS’ provides a potentially addictive, never-ending stream of short clips tailored to users' interests based on restricted to over-18s only)

their viewing habits. Around half of British children use TikTok, and while most content is benign, Ofcom
considers it the app where young people are “most likely to encounter a potential harm”.
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AGE-INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT CONTACT WITH

Between 1.6 and 1.9 billion people use TikTok,
meaning there’s a high risk of unwanted attention
from strangers. Accounts created by over-16s (or
- young people using a fake date of birth) are set to
public view by default. This means that not only is
someone's profile visible to everyone else on the app, >
it also suggests their videos to others and allows
anyone to download er comment on them.

MISINFORMATION AND
RADICALISATION

TikTok's short videos may appear lighthearted, y&
but they can expose young people to harmful ideas.
Misinformation is common, and Ofcom reports that /
nearly one third of 12-15-year-olds use TikTok as a

news source, increasing the chance of seeing racist,
misogynistic, extremist or conspiracy material. Even
brief clips can influence impressionable users and
shape their worldview, making discussions about
critical thinking, propaganda and online influence —~
especially important for parents and educators.

gy N A 3
ADDICTIVE DESIGN fo v

TikTok’s fast-paced stream of eye-catching videos
can be potentially addictive for young users. In 2024,
UK children spent an average of 127 minutes per day
on the platform, double the time recorded in 2020.
Excessive use can disrupt sleep, increase irritability,
and distract from healthier activities. Constantly
skipping between short clips may also affect
attention span, making it harder to focus on longer
tasks such as homework or reading.

TikTok’s Following Feed shows videos from known
creators, while the default For You Feed serves
endless clips based on viewing history. Most are
harmiless, but unsuitable content can still appear,
and watching for long enough signals interest to the
algorithm. Although TikTok bans illegal or
inappropriate uploads, the volume of posts means
some slip through, increasing the chance that
T children encounter age-inappropriate material
before it is detected or removed.

BODV IMAGE AND
DANGEROUS CHALLENGES

Ofcom reports that most online harms for girls
involve body image, while boys more often see
dangerous stunts. Both types appear frequently on
TikTok and spread quickly through its
engagement-driven algorithm. Harmful challenges
have included the “blackout” trend, where users held
their breath until passing out. Families filed lawsuits
after children died linked to the trend, showing how
extreme or risky content can rapidly reach young
people and negutively influence them.
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IN-APP SPENDING Q

TikTok is free, but children can still spend mcmay
TikTok coins, costing £9.99 to £224.99, let users buy
gifts for creators. TikTok Shop adds risk by allowing
purchases from influencers or companies,
sometimes leading to poor-quality items driven by
persuasive marketing. A Canadian investigation
found TikTok collected personal data from many
children for targeting and advertising despite age
limits, meaning young users may lose control over
their personal infermation.
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ENABLE FAMILY PAIRING

Family Pairing allows parents to link their TikTok account to their child's in
order to manage settings remotely. Parents can then turn on Restricted Mode
(reducing the chances of a child seeing inappropriate content), set screen time limits,
make accounts private and manage whether their child can send messages - and if

BLOCK IN-APP SPENDING

Parents can restrict in-app purchases on iPhone and Android devices to prevent
accidental orimpulsive TikTok spending. Young people can easily spend large
amounts on TikTok coins or low-quality products promoted through TikTok Shop. If a
disappeinting purchase occurs, turn itinto a discussion about influencer marketing

they can, to whom. Children cannot alter these settings without parental approval. and how online promotions can be misleading.
= .. Y .~ Pu % |
: -i-ﬁ.u = Ifachild wants to use TikTok and you're happy for them to do so, it's good If you're concerned that a child is spending too much time on TikTok, or that they've
practice to discuss the potential risks. Ensure they don’t share any identifying been emotionally affected by something they've seen, it's important to know how to
personal information or respond to dangerous trends, and that they know to talk to a spot the signs. Increased irritability and a lack of concentration are potential red flags,
trusted adult if they're worried by interactions on the app. With more teens using TikTok as is failing to complete homework or skipping meals. Remember, the parental controls
for news, it's important to talk about misinformation and propaganda. are there for a reason, and it's never too late to introduce limits.
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Meet Our Expert -
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Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who — — NCItIOnC"
has written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom's Guide, —-— _— Co"e e@
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Users of this guide do so attheir own discretion. No liability is entered into. Release date: 26.11.2025
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- 091l0~ Mised Vegetable & Bean

Vegan Roast Quorn Fillet

ﬂﬁ I Fojita & Oven Baked Vzge‘taar:‘r; :F\:il;:lacho Witk Renst Patatas Baked Cze:::\i Mac 'N' \fegar\;:::?e Roll
Wedges & Gravy
Mz] a® @ (U @ \¢
Chicken & Spinach Mild Beef Chilli Roast Chicken with Roast Creamy Chicken Curvy & MsC Approved Fish
Pasta Bake & Rice Potatoes & Gravy Carrot Rice Fimgers & Chips
fa\ R
Peas P — Braccali Carrot & -
w
&C T &P Mixed Salad
arrots \' " oS \' [ ala, \’ '\'
Cheese House Tomato Cheese House Tomato Creamy
Sauce @ Souce Sauce Sduce Pesto
N/ @ N/ @
Ham Chicken Ham Tuna Mayo ZY]
Cheese ZT] Cheese Cheese Cheese

Strawberry Yoghurt & Mixed Berry & Apple Orange Jelly Gingerbread Squares Garden
Strawberry Sauce Crumble with Custard & Mandarins with Custard Brownie

@ O \/ @ oA

Desserts available every day - a choice of jelly, fruit or yoghurt
& o utrtonists Choice A


https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/

9 xa VA a ~Z

FMeA™MYel ™MemAZM™MY © ZHE-BI™MBY AR DE A
r MeA™MYel ™MemMAZ™MY ) x 6-Y-a ZEADEUD ;-ZU
#U-9, © ™MemAZM™MQY SA™MU BAEAY
#U-4, © ™Mem™MAZ™Y () x Z5-AA-Ax
AEA« ®© ™o A7 ™MW [ x ™ Y- 80Y ™06
a©éUYe,® ™Mem™mA7Z™MH Uk Na-B-ai™MBY AR PE A
#U0-40, © ™mMemA7Z™MY U Na-B-ai™MBAYWBAR° PDE A
#HU-4, © ™Mem™MAZMU YFHMYa OU-YAA,Y ZBBEDH ° V,
#U0-4, © ™mMemAz™MW g x Z6-AA-An
AEA«D ® ™Me™MAZ™™HY () x ™7 <¥%-d0Y ™ &T9%Y»8

AEA.p *© ™e.m™mAZ ™Y N ©U-YauAv®R:Op OA

W
aé™ve, ® ™mMemAZ™MH gk N OU-YaMA¥WGARMiO M OA
aé ™Y@, © ™MemAZ™HW g% N E%UEA-MWE, aAéy exdU
10, WAY 6A8-° DE OA
r MeA™yge® ™MemAZ™MY % N E¥%UEA. MW, ahéy e@U
10, WAY 6A8-° BE OA
r MeA™MYe® ™MemAZ™MY © OU-YAAN ;éA.0
r MeA™yge® ™MemAZ™MYW UK N E¥%UEA.™UBAOGAH.-° DE OA
a©éUVYie, ® ™e™mAZ™UEY,VEERA. aO0™ UWMAYGHEM-© DE OA
#U-€, © ™Mem™mAZ™MY ° A. Ef MAEAAAEaA LY © DO - AIGAY - BA GV, U

©U-YaA,Y EeBZEEVYO



wa VB : BHa, Z

STUNTZ™ « 6™ 50, 46 OHAD ™, UMMEATER, % « 6TUEVTA TRaVza oA, a6 Y. ETY
AEAOMNEA, 7 he EFUN EA A e | Al EEGO™™ EA 6, ATNE:






Z, £'é U Ao
$EOMUAEUY & Bmzaagedy YO, B EZ ™A@V IO O « OWRLAY ¥
o SWEG-+-An £V BAAAMAEU 40 ™ Auav,UA
o +MAHLABO-VMEABOE UMY EEMU B3 ™3%dE YEEV Y A -6 D, UApAe 4, »-Arx

OOEIO WM «a-EAE

S¥%™ UMMeACHR @OV EME U-Amég-e Ao A ™MAEALO LY, dUEO @A 34 Ea@E Y
e™Y o SENSO - M B3, ™ oNETH , c ZHO ™M Y i o7 £ ¢ - Ap™ o7 ™MK OE éEé© 6™
A cEAe™UAY ZESB A® BWYGE EL£ , c©O-%e£

XEé ¢ A ¢E 4@ -+Y%B-Ao 0™ We@BER WA « 3B %@ A-E6YL£WVEY UDE

XEée A UYE-AECAEIM ZEECDHD 0™AM oY FMAE O - IMVEAECZ £FMA0UU - E %
O, g% -A a0™ é&UU-<é¥%éA Y™MzaelA EL£ a0™ §

Zz,$Ba Z #%$f V ,BS$ ; 1 Z;0¥
AUY HAB™a3%% ~ ™QER® Y™, 4

Sfax Z:¥
AY ) AgUDO )™ W3e© ™ U
A-YY @8 ~ YYA&AYEMAMN o™ U
AUY , BM®mO© "~ Z B E
AUY ; ro-aBAKogz ™ .
A-YY B8 ™U ~ 97 ;™ .

AQ cEAe™MURAX Z™eYedYVYIHA©® Z £,£0E6© 0™, A0 *EAe™URADE -AE3BAO ™
Y™™ oFM «QEMOD Y™ YHIA ¢4 O™ Ye™MAY-EROE-w ™Al aUéVY&d-, MA -%a
cA-AD . Y ™MAYSEBREUIZAYL™MOOEA™ EA £ aOP s™H W Z TV - A i ©f

XEé o AMJe BEO - UtEFMea-EA AWE w-AcES,-@IME

EA8 «af v

Za ,od5é6YAQEULYU-B UL Z-©OEE ¥,
sUM ™A T RASAZEENEO,A™MYar U$

aMy, ™mMOOEA™Y
A -3%Y oA-ADVE- €Y VLN «&EF
r MZVYWY 665 Ao A EY VMY «&E

HERES 6YEA YEe 5 ¥A ™

# W0 QDVIXWXQ



https://www.instagram.com/stignatiussun/
mailto:DSL@st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk/safety-curriculum/
mailto:admin@ascensioncat.org
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-ignatius-catholic-primary-school/UploadedDocument/a7fae28c-635d-4d48-a6af-ec4a99fa99a9/child-protection-and-safeguarding-policy.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/stignatiussun/

